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handled through all acpropriate media, contimuously and with all possible emphasic.,
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SUEUNISTS AND JELIGIUN © we IN QUATSMALL AN0 IN ESIa,

Ve know very well that our domestic cosmmmnisits, like commnists everywhere, arc
atheists and beni upon the destruction oi all religion., However, hete in our country,
cammnists know equally well that the overwhelming majority of our fellowecitizens arc |
faithiful atholicst the commmuniste Lherefore try to avoid the relijious issue as much
a8 poscible, Occaéional]y, they show their true attitude towards the church = for
ms‘tance, when they ettack Archbishop irellano viciously for his coursgeous Fastoral
Letter, calling him 2 z-eactiona_xy and reproaching him i‘or "moddling with politics™;
| on the uiole, howpver, they prefer to talk aebout scmething elee altogether.

w6 have just received documentary evidence how the overloxisis of our damestic
cammLiists, the conmmaists in the Soviet Union, arc still trestin: the qués tions of
religion and Glairch e in the incompramising etheistic spirit which has guided the
camminists ever since LiNIN, back in~1906, proclaimed in his pamphlet "Socialism and

Religion" the phrases which have since vecome so notoriouss

Usacdigion is the opium of the people. Heligion is the kind of spirituel vodka
in which the slaves of capital drown their humen shape and their claims to
any decent life."

We shall read to you today frus some arti(_:les. which have appeared in the
KuBOHOLSKAYA ¥iAVIA ("The iruth of the Jomminist Youth Leaguc"), the daily newse
paper of the Communist Youth League of the Soviet Union, an organization with about
16 million members, the most active mass organization under the orders of the
Comﬂmnist. FParty oi t,he Soviet Union. We shall ask all communists and communists
sympathizers in Juatemale whether they agree with the atheistic views expresced in

these articles or whether they dare Lo diss ree with the voice of autnority from

the Kreamlin, as stated in these articles. Ye are also asking 211 our fellow-counbrymen
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Yo confront any commnist or Arbencista among their neighbors with this evidence of
militent atheisn and to ask them to teke a clear-cut unambizuous stand: for relizion

or for campunism, ror Guatemala or for Koscow!d

vomuuniste often try to avoid & discussion on religion by declaring hypocritically
that religion is 2 private affair., LaRI, however, in his above quoted pamphlet on
"Socialism and ileligion®, has already emphatically steted thet his party will never
acknowledye religlon as a private affair, He wrotet

"we demand that religion should be a private affa:.r as far es the state is

concerned, but under no clrcumstances ¢an we regard religicm as a private

affeir as far as our own party is c.omemea."

Having Uhus blocked the easiest exit by which commanists like to e € this
dilemmg, we turn to the first of the erticles whi?g appeared in KCHSUHOLSKAYA PRAVLA
of lu sugust 1952, entitled THeligious prejudice -~ enemy of science®, e.ctually &
revival of the old freethinkers® bogey that religien is allegedly contrary to seciencs.
The ariicle states notablys

"Ne ideas are so incm;lpatible as those of science and religion, Scientific and

religicus ideas are basic op;;bsites and {rrvecancilable enemies. Comrade Stalin
says "... religious prejudices are against sclence, because in same form every
religlan is the antithesigof science.... Heligion, however, repudiates experience
a;nd evidence. Religion, since it serves the intereste of the exploiting classes,
pervertedly explaine the world around us, cests munanity backward, and sentences
it to impotence before the forces of nature and to h@lples'sness in the face of
its op.ressors. fteligion is not interested in scientific pProgress, since esch
discovery deals it a blow.

In & class socisty relizion is the prop of the rulfing classes. In a clee:



society_ﬂm roots of religioﬁ ere chicfly soclalj the impoitence of the cxploibted
in their strugz;le egea hst their siploiters is largely 4llusery. i1he masses in
thelp conds ¢ seek salace and foretfulness in religlon, ae i. it were opiiun.
Weligion inculcates in the workers passivity, humility, resi;;nation to their
fate, and putience, end diverts tiem Jrom battling their oppresscurs, @ . also

fram {igiting for real happiness on carth.®

“he article, aiter elavorating on itbe ehove points, then comtinui

tiot dlalecticel meterialism, that is, the philopephy of the commnistse, is ‘ent.irely
_drreconcilable with 1&3&1.).‘.‘1.. and relijion, It saysd
“... Jialectical materdalism is an implecable encmy of *he rcL. ddous ides of the
world add of idealistic philosopiesee
see. ieligion degrades science, knowieuse, &d the humsn mind. Jlalsctical
- materialism teaches thal there is aothing incowprehensiole on @alLily DUL Ondy
 things which hsve not 8s yeb becomc known, but will be clerified and known in
the future through the forces oi sciwence amd experience,”
After mentioning soms scienﬁific discoveries a8 alleged prooi ior these blasphenmous
aspertions, Uie article comes to the followin., conclusions:
"eve in & soclalist society, where che exploitation of man oy wan has Loen
aLolisned, where the commanal ownership of produetive resources preveils, and
the national econamy is conductud according to plan, conditions exist Yor the
complate conguest of religion.
eos In Poviet gociety the sccisl voots of reli-;;ion are desiroyed, e
«.e Heligdion, cven in Soviet society, remains an anti-sciontiiic, roectionary

ideoloyy, wittchh dtters the minds of the feitivul with incovicet, fraddul.ont

ideas in regaru to the world sbout them, ens ie an ovstucle o wiedir culuairel

aml political development. wherces ity ist-Leainist ideolo s .00«
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Soviet man everything new an& wogressive, religion teéch’es him to bow doun
before Liw old, the oULWOrNe...
see. ihe war againsi religious vestiges is the war for the new mean, the yar

for Comeaanigm,"

- Nowy efter ihis urief look at the arrors of communist theory, let us glve you

some exemple how comvminist hatred o: religien works in daily practice. WYe have here

another article {rom the KMMSUMULSKAYA riAVDA, dated 20 November 1952 end entitled
A Church w&.ui.m, and Komsomol rropagaends Work". It {irst describes ﬁtk; violent
e)qaressions o: abhorrence a Church wodding in the itussien town of Staro Paryevks in
which not only the bride was a member of the Communist Youth “egue, bui &rong the
‘bridesmaide was the secretary of the locel committec of ymzng‘ c;mmmj.st teachers and
the district secretary of the vauminist Youth League, too. After denouncing all
participente in the ceremony by name, the article turns to thé disciplirery measures
taken but criticizes the entire districlt organizstion of_ the Communist Youth League
as well., Listen, how the communist youth nmpapervccmdama 'those who were careless
encugh to allow & clurch wedding to take place:

"eos Whot bappensd in Staro-Haryevka is primarily the result of an incorrect,

shallow anc careless atiltude to ideological work on the part of the district's

Romsomol organizations.

The district commitiec of.icials have regarded administretive measures as the

most cfiective way to combat survivals from the past such as religion. When

chiceldn, &t the mureax the decisions of the wimary units which had examined
the dossiers of the Romsomol mcmbers who participated in the religious ceremany,
the Jistrict oi‘iﬁicials did notl notice ihe fmilure to mention thosc cducational
neasures wilch Komsomol organizations must teke to provent &y repetition of
such acte in the futurc,.

ihe adsvrice corpsistec might nave toen expected to heve corrected this error
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in its decisions and to have pod-;ﬁted out to the Komsmoi organigations tiz: need
for systematically propagandizing lnowledge of the natural sciences amony young
people. Sut there was no mention of this in the district committec turesu's
decisions, which were &all writ.en as though carbon paper naa bden used. "Hxpel
fKomsamol member Ksenye Kultseva and Komsomol mmbér Haria Zadova from the i&cznso:nolv
for participation in e religious ceremony,” "Severely reprimand Komsomol member
Lydis ropova" a gimple enumeration of facts andbno conclusions.
This was no accident. Ihe Staro Baryevie District Komsomol Vommittee does not
consider antireligious and scientific proé&ganda to be its business. Ihrouzhout
this year, nelther the lecture sroup nop the staff officisls not the district.
Komsomol committee members have delivered a single lecture or given & single
reporv in uie district on antireligious or scimtiﬂc themes,
The district committee has not used the printed lectures and popular pemphleis
avails.le in the rural clute, reading rooms and libraries to help young people
to form & materiallst outlook. Ihere are more than SU such pamphlets on the
librery shelves in Nadeszhdinckoye Viilﬂg@. “mong them are pamphlets with such
interesting titles ast ""w'as_mere a Beginning and Will Yhere Be an idnd to the
=orld?" "How Is the Universc Urganized?" “ihe eginning of Life on iarth,®
Unusual elestixl Fhenomena," Micligious Superstitions and Their Origins' and
na.m, others. |

“€ asked “nna £omarova, who 1is inv charge of the library, "Why are these pamphlcis
covered with dusti!

Nouody tekes them," replied Komarova imperturbaicly.

“Have you ever tried taking them to the field canps end to vie homes of the

ceolleetive farm workspsi®

"Ho, I never thought of that.”

It cane to light in the conversation thet Camrade omerove had not even resdd tiws

nerseli,



.6 .

Uistrict Kamsomol officials have often visiiod Komarove ot the library, but

none of them have suggested to the librarian how litereture on natural scicnce
should be propazandized emang the people. |

Propagandiging natural seience amony young people, i‘onairk; an advanced, materisiic.
aitlook in the rising seneration and comvating every type of sugerstition and
religious belief make up & most importent sector in the i ht Pov the comemndat
edication of youth. Officiels of Lhe Staro *"im'yevka district Komsomol Jomsitiec

have forgotten thic and ere now reaping the oitier harveet."

The venomous article which we huve Just finished resding to you illustrates
grephically what would heppen to church cereumonies m our oouniry, to holy mass or
weddings, beptisms or funerals, if we would pormit the commnis.e to stabilize their
hald an sur govermment. ¥e shal.l complete our litt}.e selection oi evidence for
cammmnist etheism by quotdng & few ;essages from a third arvicle in the KESUNULSRAYE
FRAVUA, antitled "Against Superstitions and Frejudices" and paclished on 25 April, 191,
Inis article purports to have been written in reply to readers inquirics and states
the agyressive character of the comsmnist fight against God and religion in the followin
blunt termst |

"se. Relizion camnot help hinderin: the building of communism, for it reprosenis

&n antiscientific, regotiomary ideoclogy. Helizion :ives a fa tastic, false anu

perverted idee of nature and society; its Views on our enviromment conmtradict

the true state of affairs, tho indisputable facts of secicnce @4 She vital

experience ol humen practice. feligion prevents man from unders cending the

laws i the development of nature and soclety, cduca es hinm ..." & oapirit of

mmility and submissivencss, inspires him with & oling fe.ta in divine Proviaencc,

Religion thereby dist.racos man irom revolutdonsry chan;;;e, instdils in the masses

vhe idea oi‘ the impossivility oy cnanging an order of liic aliepss to have oown

C—!Stablwhed by dodoc e
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vess “ihe Party canoi be neutral in relszidon to religion} vomrade Sialin hes
vapleined, “sad it carrive on imtireligious propagands egainst all and any
religious prejudice because it stands ior science, while religious prejudice

$oes egainst scicne, {or any relicion is ddametrieslly opposed Lo science, !

The Party, as has beon pointed oul time and ¢ gein uv Lenin and Staling combats
religion by the only correcty iaeologicel meansecducational wrk, conviction,
clucidation, widee-sczle Prope ande ol policieal and scientific knowledge., ihic
work must be carried om without oifeading the feeclings ol ’those who belicve;

the reusctionary az}n.?. antiscientiiic es:ence of religicus idess mst be paticntdy |
ens convineingly cxplained Lo them.

ceee RuSELINg the Yarty in‘ the comrmnist education of younz people, the Young
vommiist League is cipected to fisht to overcame survivels of the mast in the
minds oI the youn., including relizious survivals, This work must not be
carried out as & campaign, but dey in and dgy out, purposefully and flersistently.
i’oamxiar science lectures and reports on the structure of Lhe iniverse, on the
orizin of life on w2rify on the orisin of men and other tiwries should be yiven
for young people, the achievewcnis of Soviet science and technoloyy should be
wid,t;ly publicized, meetings arranged with scientists ang specialists, popular
scicnce literatire ifisseminctec, voye and zirds should be told of tiie
hermiulness of reli-ious prejusices; e scicnti ie s meterizlist outlook should
@ fosiered in (1efe..e

vees INC guestion o the atiitude oo the Tollb. manier Lo relizion mast Lo
deciueu with inll eorictness and soineiples dhe YoooLe bylaws oZlize @ Yeoels

the remnants o religious v cjudices. Helief in dod

seresonleg are incompetivle with membership in the




Yelele lhore cen e no compromigses here. The Y. .l. member is an advanced,
cultured persan, Iree from prejudices and superstitions, @m: nis task is to
wege an irreconeilable stm&le ageinst survivals of the peat ®d Jor Solshevist

education ol visorous and highegspiriteq young tuilders of comminism, "

Can you still have any double as Lo where communism stends with regar: to reli lon,
after you have heard these veroetin translations from the ofificicl nEWsLGEr i Hoscaw
which spoaks for 16 million young commnisis? dan you still belicve wie lie ihat |
communism is "neutral" towands reliziony Ubviously, you cannot. :he evilence which
we presented 1o you today reaffimms the nessage which was uutln,sseu last month to ell
of us by Archoishop Arellano in his Pagtoral Letter: it is the Jauy L overy Jatholic,
of every Jhristian veliever to participete with all his strength in the fight ageinst

Godless commnism,

The tme hes came for every i‘ellw-cl*izen to declere sc.l.emrﬂ\, ana withous
equivocation where he stands: on the side of God and his Shurch - or on the side
of Hoscow and its servemts like Arbeng, Fortuny, and the rost of the cammmist clique
who rulc our 'coun‘omf todsyt  there is no middle ground, |
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